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LET'S  START  THE  NEW  YEAR  OFF  RIGHT! 


Resolutions  are  fine  if  you  can  keep  them  and  the  old  cliche  "Action  speaks  louder  than 
words"  is  appropriate  at  this  time.  The  Guild,  with  its  fine  officers  and  Board  members, 
promises  you  expanded  activities  but  it  requires  more  cooperation.  Let  us  hear  your  views 
and  desires  so  NLG  can  implement  them. 


A MESSAGE  FROM  THE  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

I hope  the  blessing  and  joy  of  the 
holiday  sason  has  visited  each  of  you  since 
our  last  note.  Your  Guild  has  again 
been  fortunate  with  the  visit  of  Santa  in 
the  form  of  a most  generous  contribution 
from  J.  Oliver  Amos  of  Coin  World  and 
World  Coins  Magazine.  A hefty  check  made 
out  to  the  NLG  for  $100  was  received 
during  the  holidays  as  "tangible 
evidence  of  the  wholehearted  support 
that  exists  by  the  publisher  and  staff 
of  these  two  prestigous  numismatic 
publications."  A wonderful  letter  of 
appreciation  from  Mr.  Amos  accompanied 
the  check  and  to  quote  therefrom,  Oliver 
states,  "It  was  my  privilege  to  join 
members  of  the  NLG  for  the  session  in 
New  Orleans,  and  I can  assure  you  I 
appreciate  the  value  of  the  association 
and  its  atmosphere  of  entente  cordiale. 

It  struck  me  as  being  not  only  one  of 
the  most  popular  organizational  meetings 
during  the  annual  ANA,  but  also  one  of 
highly  talented  and  compatible  people." 

A January  numismatic  news  note  advises 
us  that  one  of  our  Board  members,  Thomas 
B.  Haney  has  retired  as  coin  editor  of 
the  New  York  Times  since  1968  following 
44  years  of  service  with  that  paper. 

Happily,  Tom  tells  us  that  he  will  now 
be  free  to  take  a more  active  part  in 
the  numismatic  field  of  journalism  as 
a free  lance  writer  and  also  that  he  will 


more  actively  participate  in  the  forthcoming 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild  affairs. 

Plans  for  a writer's  numismatic  forum 
to  be  held  in  conjunction  with  our  annual 
meeting  (this  year  in  Boston)  is  progressing 
and  a survey  letter  is  going  out  to 
your  Board  of  Directors  to  implement  this 
innovation  directed  toward  a more  productive 
and  progressive  association.  There  will 
be  a panel  of  "experts"  to  answer  your 
queries  and  suggestions.  We  hope  each  of 
you  will  participate  in  this  activity  in 
Boston.  Your  executive  director  attended 
the  initial  "International  Coin  Show"  held 
in  New  York  in  December  which  was  a 
tremendous  success  under  the  directorship 
of  Richard  Margolis , Fred  Weber,  Bill  Self ridge 
Lester  Merkin  and  their  committees.  Specta- 
cular exhibits  lined  the  large  area  provided 
for  this  facet  of  every  worthwile  numismatic 
event . 

Lee  Martin,  a founder  and  editor  of  our 
Newsletter  tells  me  "all  is  well"  and  "please, 
get  this  message  on  to  his  desk,  pronto..."  so 
will  close  with  just  two  more  blurbs.  The 
Professional  Numismatists  Guild  has  formally 
adopted  the  anti-coin  processing  (Whizzing) 
recommendations  and  we  have  word  that  the 
American  Numismatic  Association,  at  their 
February  conclave  of  Officers  and 
Governors,  will  do  likewise. 

That's  all  folks,  except  that  I'd 
like  very  much  to  hear  from  all  you 
members  with  your  suggestions,  gripes  and 
what  have  you. 

Ray  Byrne 
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A TOAST  TO  BARBARA  MUELLER 

Barbara  recently  suggested  that  NLG 
expand  its  activities  during  the  ANA 
Convention  to  include  a forum  composed 
of  editors  and/or  publishers  so  that 
writers  and  editors  of  organizational 
publications  may  ask  questions  in  order 
to  expand  and  improve  their  writing 
know-how . 

At  this  time  the  Board  and  Executive 
Director  are  being  quizzed  as  to  their 
views  and  if  approval  for  the  forum 
is  gained  we  can  anticipate  a very 
lively  specialized  meeting  in  Boston. 

Of  course,  the  success  and  failure  of 
the  forum  depends  on  the  cooperation 
of  editors/publishers  such  as  those 
from  Iola,  Sidney  and  Encino.  How 
about  it  Chet,  Margo,  Russ  and  Jim, 
will  you  answer  questions  by  those 
who  are  very  interested  in  your  idea? 

The  forum  should  ease  some  of  the 
criticism  we  have  been  receiving  by 
those  who  feel  NLG's  meeting  is  too 
frivolous.  It  would  be  nice  if  we 
can  accomplish  more  than  we  have  in 
the  past.  Let’s  hope  our  officials 
view  the  suggestion  in  a favorable 
light . 

HOW  SMART  ARE  YOU? 

The  following  appeared  in  the  Las 
Vegas  Visitor . They  are  the  long  way 
of  saying  popular  phrases  and  we  wonder 
how  many  you  can  decode.  Answers  appear 
elsewhere  in  this  newsletter. 

PERIPHRATICS 

1.  A mobile  section  of  petrified  matter 
agglomerates  no  bryophytes. 

2.  Desist  from  enumerating  your  fowl 
prior  to  their  emergence  from  the  shell. 

3.  Scintillation  is  not  always  identifi- 
cation for  an  auric  substance. 

4.  A plethora  of  culinary  specialists 
has  a deleterious  effect  upon  the 
quality  of  pureous , consommes  and  other 
soluble  papula. 

5.  A chronic  disposition  to  inquiry 
deprived  the  domestic  feline  carnivorous 
quadruped  of  its  vital  quality. 

6.  It  is  within  the  realm  of  possibility 
to  entice  an  equine  member  of  the  animal 
kingdom  to  a source  of  oxidized  hydrogen; 


however,  it  is  not  possible  to  force  him 
to  imbibe. 

7.  Persons  deficient  in  the  faculty  of 
determining  values  move  with  impetuesity 
into  places  which  purely  spiritual  beings 
view  with  trepidation. 

8.  If  John  persists  without  respite  in  a 
constant  and  prolonged  exertion  of  physical 
or  intellectual  effort,  he  will  develop 
into  a youth  slow  and  blunted  in  perception 
and  sensibility. 

9.  A round  bulging  vessel  made  of  staves 
bound  with  loops  that  is  destitute  of 
contents  is  productive  of  the  most  deafening 
din . 

10.  Products  of  ingenuity  are  the  offspring 
of  exigency. 

11.  The  precious  cuprum  quite  often  is  a 
tuber  culminating  in  a state  of  diminished 
grace . 

12.  At  no  time  observe  the  gratuitous  means 
of  transport  for  the  equestrian,  in  the 
bucal  cavity. 

13.  Immediately  upon  the  absence  of  the 
domesticate  carniverous  feline,  the  house 
rodent  proceeds  to  engage  in  abortive  capers. 

MEMBER  ACTIVITIES 

John  McKay  Clements,  former  Board  Director 
and  prominent  Canadian  writer,  has  been 
re-elected  Mayor  for  another  two  years. 

John  is  one  of  our  most  popular  members  and 
apparently  John  Q.  Citizen  of  Haileybury, 
Canada  likes  John  as  much  as  we  do.  His 
plurality  was  three  to  one  over  the  next 
candidate . 

Leon  Lindheim  is  to  be  congratulated. 

He  is  a Guild  member  who  was  kind 
enough  to  write  a column  about  one  of  our 
advertisers,  International  Numismatic 
Agency.  It  is  hoped  other  coin  columnists 
will  read  the  press  releases  of  those 
who  sponsor  us  and  if  they  merit  reader 
interest^  let  their  audience  know  of  those 
who  make  NLG  financially  secure. 

Phil  Walton,  Fort  Lauderdale  coin 
columnist,  had  a very  interesting  visit 
with  Mary  Brooks  and  his  column  undoubtedly 
stimulated  collector  involvement  with  the 
many  new  releases  from  the  Treasury. 
Incidentally,  Phil’s  award  for  his  fine 
coin  column  from  NLG  was  featured  in 
Florida’s  largest  suburban  newspaper,  The 
Tribune . 
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R.  C.  Bell,  perennial  winner  of  the 
best  writer  in  World  Coins  has  indicated 
problems  exist  with  publishers  going 
-“^bankrupt.  We  have  noted  several  fine 
English  coin  magazines  as  having  been 
erratic  and  perhaps  others  around  the 
world  may  have  been  subject  to  some  of 
the  problems  such  as  Life  Magazine 
recently  encountered.  Elsewhere  in 
this  newsletter  we  have  reprinted  a 
letter  from  member  R.  C.  Bell  that 
should  be  of  interest  to  Guild  members. 
Our  thanks  to  Dr.  Bell  for  his  courtesy 
and  cooperation  in  allowing  us  to  reprint 
this  important  information. 

Helen  Rhodes,  curator  of  United 
States  Army  Finance  Museum,  received 
some  nice  recognition  by  the  Women's 
Press  Club  of  Indiana  and  also  by  the 
National  Federation  of  Press  Women,  Inc. 
It  was  good  to  read  that  our  Guild  was 
mentioned  by  these  organizations  as 
NLG  is  rarely  seen  in  the  columns  of 
our  numismatic  publications. 

Incidentally,  after  our  last  bash 
in  New  Orleans  the  only  write-ups 
about  the  meeting  came  from  Sidney,  Ohio. 
Elsewhere  it  was  as  though  our  meeting 
was  held  in  a void  and  NLG  did  not 
exist.  Possibly  the  reason  for  this 
is  the  last  moment  of  the  convention 
when  we  have  traditionally  had  our 
meeting.  Apparently  the  meeting  occurs 
after  deadline  times.  We  do  hope  all 
numismatic  publications  will  pay  some 
attention  to  NLG  in  Boston. 


ANSWERS  TO  QUIZ 

1.  A rolling  stone  gathers  no  moss. 

2.  Don't  count  your  chickens  before 
they're  hatched. 

3.  All  that  glitters  is  not  gold. 

4.  Too  many  cooks  spoil  the  broth. 

5.  Curiosity  Killed  the  cat. 

6.  You  can  lead  a horse  to  water  but 
you  can't  make  him  drink. 

7.  Fools  rush  in  where  angels  fear  to 
tread . 

8.  All  work  and  no  play  makes  John 
a dull  boy. 

9.  An  empty  barrel  makes  the  most 
noise . 

10.  Necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention. 

11.  Money  is  the  root  of  all  evil. 

12.  Never  look  a gift  horse  in  the  mouth. 

13.  When  the  cat's  away  the  mouse  will  play. 


OUR  ADVERTISERS 

We  have  contacted  our  advertisers  and 
the  response  has  been  disappointing.  Once 
again  we  doff  our  hats  to  the  Franklin 
Mint,  International  Numismatic  Agency, 

Coins  and  Currency  and,  of  course,  Ray  Byrne 
but,  TCE  and  the  99  Company  have  left 
us  and  we  have  not  heard  from  the  other 
advertisers.  Possibly  the  holidays  had 
something  to  do  with  the  delay  but  unless 
we  receive  more  cooperation  some  of  our 
activities  will  have  to  be  curtailed. 

If  you  write  a coin  column  you  can 
assist  us  by  considering  the  news  releases 
of  those  firms  who  are  supporting  us. 

In  the  meantime  we  will  keep  our  fingers 
crossed  and  hope  to  hear  from  our  missing 
sponsors . 

Speaking  of  sponsors,  Sidney,  Ohio, 
birthplace  of  Coin  World,  The  Numismatic 
Scrapbook  and  World  Coins  not  only 
donated  $100  to  the  Guild  but  publisher,  J. 
Oliver  Amos  was  kind  enough  to  indicate  our 
meeting  was  one  of  the  highlights  of  the 
ANA  Convention.  It  is  nice  to  know  the 
numismatic  publications  are  continuing  to 
back  us  in  our  endeaver  to  be  a meeting 
ground  for  those  involved  with  numismatics 
and  the  written  word. 


TOM  HANEY  RETIRES 

By  now  you  undoubtedly  have  read  the 
news  that  Guild  member  Tom  Haney,  coin 
columnist  for  the  New  York  Times,  has 
retired.  We  are  sorry  to  see  Tom  say 
goodbye  to  the  publication  he  spent  so  many 
successful  years  with  but  it  is  nice  to 
know  he  will  now  be  more  active  in  the 
numismatic  field.  Board  Director,  Tom, 
has  been  a valuable  member  and  we  are 
looking  forward  to  additional  columns, 
possibly  for  this  newsletter.  (Tom 
doesn't  know  it  yet  but  we  hope  to  include 
him  as  a regular  columnist,  without  pay, 
of  course,  and  thus  not  breaking  any 
Union  rules.)  Incidentally,  Tom,  why  not 
sponsor  the  new  columnist  for  Guild  membership? 


Antiques  Journal  paid  a rare  compliment  to 
a Guild  member: 


Editor’s  note:  Last  year  Barbara  R.  i 
* Mueller  wrote  an  article  about  antiques 
j on  stamps.  This  was  so  enthusiastically  I 
| received  by  readers  that  we  publish  here  | 
another  article  in  this  field  by  a dis ■ . 
I tinguished  writer  and  collector. 


I— 


A LETTER  FROM  R.  C.  BELL 
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In  1964  I signed  an  agreement  for  the  publication  of  my  Commercial  Coins  1787  - 1804 
with  a Publisher,  and  the  relevant  clauses  were  as  follows 

2.  Copyright  ( 

The  Author  hereby  assigns  to  the  Publishers  during  the  legal  term  of  copyright 
including  any  renewals  thereof  the  entire  copyright  in  the  Work  subject  to  the 
terms  and  conditions  hereinafter  mentioned. 

7 . Remaindering 

If  at  any  time  after  four  years  of  publication  the  Work  shall  cease  to  have 
a sufficiently  remunerative  sale  the  Publishers  shall  be  at  liberty  either  to  dispose 
of  any  copies  remaining  on  hand  as  a remainder  or  to  waste  them  and  in  the  event 
of  the  price  realized  being  less  than  one  third  of  the  published  price  the 
Publishers  shall  be  free  from  any  liability  to  pay  Royalties  to  the  Author  on 
copies  disposed  of  in  this  manner.  The  Author  shall  have  the  option  of  purchasing 
such  copies  at  a rate  to  be  agreed  upon  which  shall  not  be  higher  than  the 
price  the  Publishers  would  receive  if  they  remaindered  the  Work. 

15.  Cancellation  of  Agreement 

If  after  the  Work  is  out  of  print  the  Author  shall  call  upon  the  Publishers  to 
reprint  the  Work,  and  if  the  Publisher  shall  not  within  four  weeks  after  they 
shall  have  received  a written  request  by  registered  post  to  that  effect  agree 
thereto  the  Author  may  require  the  Publishers  to  resign  all  rights  in  the  Work 
and  the  Publishers  thereupon  at  his  request  and  expense  assign  the  same  to  him 
absolutely  without  prejudice  to  any  claims  the  Author  may  have  under  this 
Agreement  and  to  rights  in  the  Work  already  granted  to  third  parties  under  this 
Agreement . 

19 . Arbitration 

In  case  of  any  difference  arising  between  the  parties  hereto  relating  to  this 
Agreement  or  any  matter  arising  therefrom  or  incidental  thereto  the  same  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  arbitration  of  a single  arbitrator  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Arbitration  Act  1950  or  any  statutory  modification  thereof  for 
the  time  being  in  force. 

The  other  clauses  related  to  responsibility  of  the  two  parties  for  the  production  of 
the  work. 

Three  other  volumes  followed  with  the  same  agreement. 

In  May  1971  the  firm  was  put  in  the  hands  of  a Receiver  by  a Bank,  and  then  difficulties 
arose.  The  Receiver  became  the  acting  manager  of  the  Company,  and  he  was  free  to  take 
whatever  steps  he  felt  necessary  to  obtain  as  much  money  as  possible  for  the  Bank,  and 
this  included  selling  my  books  at  a price  well  below  the  cost,  no  royalties  being  paid. 

Apparently  a Receiver  may  refuse  to  uphold  any  agreement  made  by  the  Company  prior 
to  his  taking  office  as  acting  manager,  and  disagreement  would  have  involved  bringing  an 
action  against  a Company  which  was  already  bankrupt. 

The  Receiver  proceeded  to  sell  copies  of  the  books,  and  was  proposing  to  sell  the 
copyrights.  Apparently  anyone  buying  these  would  have  been  in  a position  to  have  issued 
further  editions  without  paying  royalties  to  the  Author , and  no  redress  would  have  been 
open  to  the  Author,  since  all  he  could  do  would  be  to  bring  an  action  against  a bankrupt 
firm.  It  therefore  became  necessary  for  the  Author  to  purchase  the  residual  stocks  of 
the  books  which  were  offered  with  the  copyrights. 

The  lesson  of  this  unfortunate  affair  would  appear  to  be  that  an  Author  should  not 
grant  copyright  to  a publisher,  but  instead,  grant  sole  right  to  publish  during  the 
period  of  copyright,  the  latter  being  held  by  the  Author.  Apparently,  according  to  the 
Laws  of  Britain,  which  may  or  may  not  be  the  same  as  American  laws,  such  an  agreement 
would  have  safeguarded  an  Author  in  the  bankruptcy  of  his  Publishers. 

I recommend  strongly  that  members  of  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  retain  copyright 
of  books  they  have  written,  granting  sole  permission  to  publish  during  the  period  of 
copyright  to  their  Publisher. 

The  first  volume  ’Copper  Coins'  is  now  out  of  print.  Volume  2,  'Copper  Commercial 
Coins 1 , Volume  3 'Tradesmen's  Tickets  and  Private  Tokens'  and  Volume  4 1 Species 
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Tokens 1 are  available  from  Frank  Graham,  Publisher,  6,  Queen's  Terrace,  Jesmond, 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne  2 UK,  who  is  also  publishing  Volume  5 'Building  Medalets1  of  Kempson 
and  Skidmore'  which  is  hoped  will  be  on  sale  at  the  end  of  this  year,  and  the  last  book 
f the  Series,  Volume  6 'National  and  Political  Pieces*  in  late  1973,  when  it  is  hoped 


One  of  the  most  important  duties  of  any  member  of  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  is 
to  provide  numismatic  education  to  the  general  public,  including  those  who  do  not  collect 
coins.  An  equally  important  task  is  to  convey  to  others  what  the  hobby  means  to  each  of 
us.  One  other  obligation  that  we  all  have,  one  that  I suspect  some  of  us  have  forgotten, 
is  that  of  youth  education. 

Young  people  are  the  stuff  out  of  which  the  future  is  made.  If  you  are  content 
with  the  status  quo,  ignore  your  young  coin,  medal,  token  and  currency  collector.  A 
decade  or  two  from  now,  these  same  people,  then  older  and  mature,  will  not  be  in  the 
hobby  fold.  Because  of  lack  of  encouragement,  we  will  then  have  lost  an  entire  generation 
of  collectors  and  hobbyists. 

Many  members  of  NLG  write  columns  on  a regular  basis,  both  for  the  hobby  press  and 
the  outside  world.  It  is  an  important  means  that  can  be  effectively  used  to  convey 
numismatic's  message  — that  there  is  a place  for  everybody  in  the  hobby. 

A little  more  than  a year  and  a half  ago,  the  Young  Numismatist  quarterly  publication 
was  established.  Under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association's  Young 
Numismatist  Committee,  this  small  but  important  journal  is  dedicated  to  promoting 
youth  and  numismatics  — partners  in  learning. 

But  a journal  such  as  this  cannot  thrive  without  contributions.  Surely,  it  is 
important  that  young  people  themselves  be  encouraged  to  write,  and  they  have.  But  we  all 
hould  recognize  the  importance  of  articles  written  by  more  established,  more  experienced 
numismatists . 

For  this  reason,  an  appeal  is  being  made  to  all  NLG  members  to  give  that  small 
bit  of  themselves  in  the  form  of  a small  contribution  — an  article  for  the  Young 
Numismatist  publication. 

The  Young  Numismatist  is  distributed  free  of  charge  to  all  junior  members  of  the 
ANA  and  all  interested  non-members.  The  average  length  of  the  publication  is  20  pages 
per  issue,  published  on  a quarterly  basis.  Although  the  journal  cannot  offer  anything 
more  than  credit  and  thanks,  it  is  hoped  that  many  of  our  NLG  members  will  avail  themselves 
to  sending  in  a small  article,  even  one  under  500  words. 

Those  who  wish  to  send  us  an  article  may  send  it  to  the  editor,  David  L.  Ganz , NLG 
at  719  North  Irving  Street,  Arlington,  VA  22201.  We  do  hope  to  hear  from  you  soon 
our  publication  and  hobby  depend  on  it.  


o reprint  the  second  edition  of  Volume  1. 


YOUNG  NUMISMATISTS  NEED  AID 
by  David  L.  Ganz,  NLG 


OH,  YE  WRITERS,  EDITORS  AND  CURATORS,  LEND  ME  YOUR  COIN  C 
SO  I MAY  MAKE  THE  NEXT  NEWSLETTER  MORE  INTERESTING.  IF  T 
A GROUP  OF  THOSE  WHO  LIVE  BY  THE  PEN,  YE  INDICATE  THAT  ST. 
IS  ON  THE  SCENE.  LET  THY  FELLOW  MAN... AND  FEMALE  BENEFIT 
KNOWLEDGE.  OR  AS  MODERN  MAN  WOULDST  SPEAK... Get  on  the  b 
need  columns  .'  ! .'  


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  Ray  Byrne 


NLG  BOARD  MEMBERS 


Tom  Haney 


Lee  F.  Hewitt 


Charles  R.  Hoskins 


Leon  T.  Lindheim  Eric  P.  Newman 
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TREASURER 
Gordon  Greene 


NEWSLETTER  EDITOR 
Lee  Martin 
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IN  PRAISE  OF  "NOTAPHILY" 
by  Yasha  L.  Beresiner,  NLG 

The  immediate  reaction  to  the  noun  now  being  used  by  some  (notably  Stanley  Gibbons’ 
supporters)  and  scorned  by  others  (who  never  come  up  with  anything  better)  is  of  no 
consequence  for  the  purpose  of  this  brief  article.  Notaphily,  I shall  use  the  term 
without  comments,  is  very  much  of  an  upcoming  hobby.  The  number  of  Paper  Money  enthusiasts 
are  daily  - literally  daily  - increasing  and  in  a recent  conversation  I had  with  Russ 
Rulau,  he  sees  it  as  the  second  most  popular  Numismatic  (am  I getting  into  trouble?) 
hobby  in  the  United  States  after  Modern  Coins  and  Medals.  It  is  probably  a natural 
phenomenon  that  for  the  time  being  collectors  of  World  Bank  Notes  are  few  and  far 
between  and  that  the  majority  of  the  thousands  of  collectors  making  up  the  membership 
in  a dozen  or  more  Paper  Money  Societies  are  collectors  of  the  Bank  Notes  of  their  own 
Country.  And  yet,  using  as  a reference  my  vast  and  frequent  correspondence  with  collectors 
throughout  the  world;  a trend  of  a greater  world-wide  interest  is  definitely  developing. 

Taking  the  United  Kingdom  as  a primary  example,  this  new  trend  should  not  be 
surprising  to  anyone.  British  Bank  Notes  are  a bore  and  every  enthusiast  will  admit  it. 

The  Paper  Money  of  this  Century,  issued  by  the  Treasury  and  the  Bank  of  England  - 
(excluding  the  latest  issue  to  be  referred  to  below  - is  a repetition  of  the  same 
designs  and  colours,  the  only  changes  being  the  introduction  of  the  Queen's  portrait 
in  the  early  1950 ’s.  The  one  design,  admittedly  extremely  beautiful,  is  the  House  of 
Parliament  appearing  on  the  reverse  of  the  Treasury  1 pound  note  from  1917  to  1928. 

English  collectors  seem  to  be  fascinated  by  the  changing  signatures!  And  collectors 
of  the  Provincial  Banks  seem  as  fascinated  by  the  change  of  the  names  of  the  issuing 
banks;  for  those  notes  too,  as  old  as  they  may  be,  are  dreary  in  appearance.  The 
recent  Bank  of  England  issue  of  the  first  ever  20  pound  - and  then  the  5 pound  - came 
as  a first  rain  after  a long  drought.  The  former  depicts  Shakespeare  and  the  balcony 
scene  from  Romeo  and  Juliet  on  the  reverse  - surprisingly  romantic  for  the  English  - 
one  may  have  rather  expected  a scene  from  Antony  and  Cleopatra,  possibly  the  Egyptian 
Naval  battle;  and  the  battle  scene  did  come,  in  the  form  of  the  Battle  of  Waterloo  on 
the  reverse  of  the  5 pound,  which  also  proudly  portrays  Wellington  the  "Iron  Duke." 

But  these  issues  are  hardly  meant  for  the  benefit  of  the  collector;  and  if  they  were,  it 
would  be  a most  unbusiness  like  action  to  place  legal  tender  and  circulating  notes  in 
excess  of  50  - in  a collection,  when  that  same  amount  could  well  be  utilized  profitably 
elsewhere  - money  makes  money  ...except  to  a collector! 

Is  it  surprising,  therefore,  that  an  Englishman’s  eyes  begin  to  shine  when  he  is 
confronted  with  the  charm  of  some  of  the  American  Banknote  Company  vignettes?  It 
need  not  be  a masterpiece  reproduction  on  a Spanish  note,  nor  even  the  beauty  of  the 
female  naked  form  on  French  colonial  notes,  to  make  him  react  with  pleasure  and  interest. 
Suffice  it  to  be  the  vignette  of  a known  statue,  the  portrayal  of  a famous  war  ship,  the 
symbolic  representation  of  liberty,  freedom  or  even  transport  and  communication,  and 
you  will  find  a semi-convert  in  your  hands. 

The  mere  quantity  of  interesting  information  that  appears  on  the  face  of  a banknote 
is  sufficient  to  keep  the  alert  and  research  minded  collector  busy  for  several  weeks. 

Pick  any  one  bank  note  and  several  pages  of  information  can  be  deducted  before  you 
even  consider  looking  into  the  history  of  the  issue.  Apart  from  the  date,  and  Country 
to  which  the  note  belongs  and  maybe  a normal  recognizable  portrait  - (very  nearly  the  total 
of  the  meager  information  that  our  coin-collecting  brothers  are  faced  with  when  inspecting 
one  of  those  metallic  round  things)  - you  can  study  the  beauty  of  a vignette  the  appearance 
of  which  is  often  as  pleasing  to  the  eye  as  any  piece  one  may  encounter  in  an  art  museum. 
More  often  than  not,  the  design  is  executed  by  the  greatest  painter  the  Country  involved 
possesses.  A banknote  is  a national  visiting  card.  It  Is  probably  the  one  most 
representative  object  that  a Country  possesses;  to  be  representative  the  note  must  and  is 
utilized  in  the  most  effective  manner  possible.  The  designer  has  in  front  of  him  the 
opportunity  to  put  to  the  world  - both  symbolically  and  realistically  - what  he  feels  (or 
is  instructed  to  feel)  his  Country  stands  for. 

The  full  date  - day  and  month  - and  place  of  issue,  the  signature  or  title  of  the 
engraver  and/or  the  printer,  signatures  of  the  officers,  are  all  factors  that  give 
an  immediate  academic  value  to  the  item  in  hand,  rarely  found  in  other  numismatic  fields. 


The  watermark,  as  a technical  matter  alone,  is  fascinating  and  some  of  the  depictions 
that  appear  in  them  are  as  beautiful  and  as  carefully  executed  as  the  vignettes  on  the 
face  of  the  note;  all  this  without  even  considering  the  study  of  serial  letters  and 
numbers  by  the  more  pedantic  collector.  And  having  thus  gone  through  several  days  of 
Superficial  study  one  can  get  into  the  depth  of  the  historic  "why"  of  the  note. 

Bearing  in  mind  that  paper  was  often  first  issued  as  an  emergency  measure  for  the 
shortage  of  coins  and  evolved  into  the  present  state  (where  the  IMF  Is  considering 
the  possibility  of  Paper-Gold  to  back  world  currency)  one  can  appreciate  the  immensely 
vast  area  that  becomes  available  for  research  and  study. 

In  spite  of  the  growth  of  the  hobby,  and  the  appearance  of  notes  on  so  many  more 
price  lists  and  auction  catalogues,  despite  this,  Notaphily  remains  amongst 
numismatists  the  black  sheep  of  the  family.  We  are  growing  in  strength;  what  we  need  is 
understanding  in  order  to  develop  the  hobby  to  a standing  on  equal  footing  with  numismati 
and  notaphily— * our  two  "competitors." 

You  see,  my  friends,  in  the  immortal  words  of  John  Keats: 

"A  bank-note  of  beauty  is  a joy  forever, 

It  never  passeth  into  Nothingness!!!!" 

Here's  a look  at  Fay  Smith's  Coin  Column. 

It  is  always  fun  to  see  how  members'  coin 
columns  appear : 


Collector’s 

Corner 

By  FAY  C.  SMITH 


A lot  of  criticism  has  been 
heard  from  both  collectors 
and  non-collectors  regar- 
ding the  appearance  and 
general  condition  of  our 
most  recently  issued 
coinage.  This  includes  all 
coins  from  1965  on  as  well  as 
the  Eisenhower  dollar. 

Such  criticism  is  not 
unusual;  a number  of  our 
other  coins  met  the  same 
fire.  , 

FOR  EXAMPLE,  when 
the  Buffalo  nickel  first 
appeared  the  New  York 
Times  declared  in  an 
editorial  that  it  was  a 
“striking  example  of  what  a 
coin  issued  for  curcuiation 
should  not  be.” 

All  parts  of  the  coin  were 
attacked  such  as  the  “un- 
commonly unprepossessing 
Indian;  the  smallness  of  the 
crowded  legends;  the 
roughness  of  the  design 
allegedly  subject  to  easy 
counterfeiting;  the  raised 
mound  of  which  FIVE 
CENTS  was  subject  to  wear; 
the  compression  of  the  bison 
on  a planchet  too  small  for 
it ; and  the  unremarkable  art 
evidenced  in  the  design.” 
One  critic  stated  that  the 
new  nickel  was  a “travesty” 
on  art  and  that  the  feathers 
of  the  Indian  were  “bar- 
baric.” 


OTHERS.  HOWEVER, 
praised  the  coin.  Gardner 
Teall  said  that  it  was  “nobly 
conceived,  finely  executed 
and  fraught  with  dignity.”  I 
am  sure  that  most  of  us 

today  will  agree  with  this 
statement. 

The  Shield  nickel  as  well 
as  the  V type  were  two  of  the 
many  other  coins  that  were 
met  with  disdain.  The  Shield 
nickel  was  called  “the 
ugliest  of  all  known  coins 
and  appeared  to  have  been 
struck  in  putty.” 

Another  writer  said:  “Are 
we  to  be  afflicted  with  any 
more  of  these  horrible  little 
composition  counters 
called  coins  by  courtesy, 
whose  'ugliness  is  only 
equaled  by  their  intrinsic 
worthlessness?” 

About  the  V nickel  it  was 
said  that  “the  Treasuray 
Department  had  better  call 
in  these  coins  and  try 
again.” 

Other  new  coins  have  met 
with  harsh  criticism,  and  I 
suppose  this  will  always  be. 
At  any  rate  it  will  serve  to 
urge  Mint  officials  to  try  to 
serve  the  public  as  best  they 
can. 


Talking 


THE  LEXICOGRAPHY  of  world  and 
national  understanding  changes  year  by 
year.  Therefore,  in  the  interests  of  more 
lucid  communication,  I offer  my  transla- 
tion of  phrases  you  are  likely  to  hear  or 
read  this  year: 

“We  are  working  on  that  problem 
with  all  deliberate  speed.”  (We  haven’t 
started  yet.) 

“I  see  no  increase  in  taxes  in 
the  foreseeable  future.”  (We’re 
working  on  it  now.) 

“We  will  continue  to  study  the  prob- 
lem of  air  pollution.”  (We  don’t  live  in 
this  area.) 

“I  won’t  dignify  my  opponent  with  an 
answer.”  (He’s  right.) 


“I’M  SURE  WE  can  reach  an  equi- 
table solution.”  (You’ll  see  it  my  way.) 

“It’s  not  the  money,  it’s  the  principle 
of  the  thing.”  (It’s  the  money.) 

“It’s  not  your  work,  it’s  your  atti- 
tude.” (It’s  your  work.) 

“An  adult  movie  for  adults.”  (A 
dirty  movie.) 

“A  book  that  reaches  a new  high  in 
freedom  of  expression!”  (A  dirty  book.) 

“WE’RE  GOING  to  make  a study  of 
that  problem.”  (We’re  going  to  give  it 
time  to  blow  over.) 

“I  can’t  comment  on  that  subject  at 
this  time.”  (I  don’t  know  anything 
about  it.) 

“We  will  continue  to  work  for 
. long  range  progress  in  that  field.” 
(We  expect  the  status  to  remain  quo 
for  another  year.) 
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EVERTHING  YOU  ALWAYS  WANTED  TO  KNOW  ABOUT  BECOMING  A NUMISMATIC  CONSULTANT 

BUT  WERE  AFRAID  TO  ASK 
by  Mel  Wacks , NLG 


About  seven  years  ago  I made  the  great  sacrifice  of  leaving  the  cloudy,  cold  New 
York  area  for  sunny  California.  As  a native  New  Yorker  (actually  a Bronxite)  I felt 
that  as  I would  pass  the  borders  of  the  fabled  Metropolis  my  mind  would  immediately 
shrivel  (a  la  "lost  Horizon")  due  to  the  lack  of  intellectual  stimulation.  Actually, 
it  had  the  exact  opposite  effect  on  me  - I became  much  more  active  in  numismatic  circles 
than  I had  ever  been  in  my  New  York  womb. 

It  all  started  as  I was  wandering  through  the  labyrinth  of  fruit  and  flower  displays 
at  the  California  State  Fair  in  Sacramento.  There,  almost  hidden  behind  assorted 
produce  was  a menorah  (Jewish  candlestick) ; it  was  from  the  collection  of  the  Judah 
Magnes  Museum,  "The  Jewish  Museum  of  the  West,"  in  Berkeley.  I had  been  in  Berkeley 
before  to  see  the  beautiful  University  campus,  but  I had  not  run  across  any  Jewish  Museum! 

The  reason  turned  out  to  be  that  this  museum  did  not  resemble  a New  York-type 
Guggenheim,  but  rather  it  was  housed  in  a stately  mansion  in  the  magnificent  old 
residential  area  of  Berkeley. 

Walking  through  the  four  floors  of  displays  , my  wife  Esther  and  myself  observed 
Jewish  ceremonial  art,  rare  books,  modern  paintings  and  sculpture,  remembrances  of  the 
Holocaust,  and  so  on  - but  there  was  nary  a single  coin  or  medal.  I happened  to  point 
this  oversight  out  to  a well  dressed  man  who  was  standing  nearby.  After  giving  him  my 
background  he  asked  how  I would  like  to  correct  the  situation  - and  I said  that  I would 
be  happy  to  (and  this  was  all  before  we  had  introduced  ourselves!).  The  man  turned  out 
to  be  the  Director  of  the  Magnes  Museum  and  I instantly  became  their  first  Numismatic 
Consultant . 

In  a future  article  I will  describe  how  we  obtained  the  first  numismatic  items 
for  the  museum  - largely  through  the  wonderful  publicity  received  in  the  numismatic  press. 


Singulars  and  Plurals 


We'll  begin  with  a box  and  the  plural  is  boxes. 

But  the  plural  of  ox  is  oxen,  not  oxes  . 

The  one  fowl  is  goose,  and  two  are  called  geese. 
Yet  the  plural  of  moose  should  never  be  meese. 
You  may  find  a lone  mouse  or  a whole  lot  of  mice 
But  the  plural  of  house  is  houses,  not  hice . 

If  the  plural  of  man  is  always  called  men. 

Why  shouldn't  the  plural  of  pan  be  called  pen? 

If  I speak  of  a foot  and  you  show  me  your  feet. 
And  I give  you  a boot,  would  a pair  be  beet? 

If  one  is  a tooth,  and  a whole  set  is  teeth. 

Why  shouldn't  the  plural  of  booth  be  beeth? 

If  the  singular  is  this,  and  the  plural  is  these. 
Should  the  plural  of  kiss  be  nicknamed  keese? 
That  one  would  be  that  and  three  would  be  those. 
Yet  hat  in  the  plural  would  never  be  hose. 

And  the  plural  of  rat  is  rats,  not  rose. 

We  speak  of  our  brother  and  also  our  brethren. 
But  though  we  say  mother,  we  never  say  methren 
The  masculine  pronouns  are  he,  his,  and  him, 

But  imagine  the  feminine she,  shis  , and  shim. 

So  in  English,  I think  you  all  will  agree, 

Is  the  most  wonderful  language  you  ever  did  see. 


The  Nixon  elongated  has  an  unusual 
history.  It  was  made  on  a uni-face 
token  that  was  stamped  by  Anillo 
Industries  of  Orange,  California. 
They  purchased  original  dies  from 
the  defunct  Los  Angeles  Rubber  and 
Stamp  Company  (1,000  trial  dies 
were  struck  and  about  100  sets  of 
each  were  made) . Every  reverse  is 
different!  The  elongated  half 
dollar  size  die  was  originally  made 
in  1968  by  roller  Warren  Bunge  and 
now  that  our  new  President  is  in 
office  I thought  an  N.L.G.  inaugural 
souvenir  would  be  logical.  (I 
recently  bought  all  of  Bunge's  dies 
and  machine  but  I have  not  rolled 
anything  of  my  own.)  If  you  can 
see  any  image  on  the  reverse  you 
will  be  looking  at  a design  at 
least  25  years  old...  Have  a Great^ 


THE  ELONGATED  GIFT 
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IT'S  LATER  THAN  YOU  THINK! 


Everything  is  farther  away  than  it  used  to  be.  It’s  twice  as  far  to  the  store,  for 


instance,  and  they  have  added  a hill  I've  noticed, 
bus,  it  leaves  faster  than  it  used  to. 


I've  given  up  running  for  my 


Seems  to  me  they  are  making  staircases  steeper  than  they  used  to  in  the  old  days. 

And  have  you  noticed  the  small  type  in  the  newspapers  these  days?  Why  the  type  you  are 
reading  now  was  bigger  last  year.  Newspapers,  themselves,  are  getting  farther  away 
when  I hold  them,  and  I have  to  squint  to  make  out  the  news.  No  sense  in  asking  to  have 
them  read  aloud everyone  speaks  in  such  a low  voice  I can  hardly  hear  them. 

The  barber  doesn't  hold  a mirror  behind  me  anymore  so  that  I can  see  the  back  of  my 
head.  I used  to  be  very  particular  about  that,  and  so  were  they. 


The  material  in  my  suit  is  always  too  skimpy  around  the  waist  and  in  the  seat and 

shoe  laces  are  so  short , they  are  all  but  impossible  to  reach! ! 

Even  the  people  are  changing,  they  are  so  much  younger  than  they  used  to  be  when  I 
was  their  age.  On  the  other  hand,  people  my  own  age  are  so  much  older  than  I am. 


I ran  into  an  old  classmate  the  other  night  and  he  had  aged  so  he  didn't  recognize  me. 

I got  to  thinking  about  the  poor  old  fellow  while  I was  shaving  this  morning.  While 
doing  so,  I glanced  at  my  own  reflection  in  the  mirror.  Confound  it!!  They  don't  even 
use  the  same  kind  of  glass  in  the  mirrors  anymore.'!! 
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‘Discover  the  art  of  minting  at  The  Franklin  Mint 


A special  invitation  to  come  visit  us. 

Here  at  the  world’s  largest  and  foremost  private  mint, 
the  finest  proof  coins  and  medals  are  produced.  How 
we  do  it  makes  for  a fascinating  guided  tour  — fun  for 
you,  your  children,  your  group. 

Our  unique  $10  million  plant  includes  a 600-foot- 
long  glass  enclosed  visitor’s  gallery  which  allows  you 
to  actually  see  the  many  exciting  steps  involved  in  the 
art  of  minting.  You’ll  view  the  most  modern  and  only 
silver  bullion  continuous  casting  installation  of  its 
kind  in  a mint. 

Part  of  your  tour  will  include  seeing  the  actual 
coining  process  . . . the  proof  coining  room  — a room 
so  clean  even  the  entire  150,000  cubic  feet  of  air  is 
changed  and  purified  every  90  seconds  . . . and  an 
intriguing  exhibit  of  how  a coin  is  made  — from  the 
original  idea  to  the  finished  product. 

You  will  have  the  opportunity  to  view  a new  color 
film,  “Of  Art  and  Minting”  — the  first  comprehensive 


cinematic  exploration  into  the  world  of  medallic  art. 
Filmed  on  location  here  and  abroad,  it  shows  how  art 
medals  are  designed  and  sculptured,  engraved  and 
struck  . . . what  a proof  finish  is,  how  it  is  achieved 
and  why  it  is  so  desirable  . . . and  many  other  interest- 
ing facts  about  the  art  of  minting. 

Our  Gift  Shoppe,  the  last  stop  on  your  tour,  has  lots 
of  unusual  and  delightful  items,  and  you  are  welcome 
to  browse. 

Tours  are  conducted  by  advance  reservation  only, 
Monday  through  Friday,  between  the  hours  of  9:00 
a.m.  and  4:00  p.m.  Reservations  may  be  made  by 
writing  to  The  Franklin  Mint  Tour  Office,  or  by 
calling  215-459-6168. 


THE  FRANKLIN  MINT 

U S ROUTE  / (south  of  Media) 

Trank  tin  Center,  Pennsylvania  1906.) 


standard  books  for 
coin  collectors 


bickels 

COINS  AND  MEDALS  (PTY)  LTD 


p.  0 . Box  10690 
Johannesburg,  South  Africa 


WANT  TO  BUY: 


Choice  South  African  and  Kruger 
"Zar"  Coins  - Patterns  - Proof  Sets 

Rare  Dates  in  Rhodesian  Coins 


contact 

bickels 


GOLD  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD 

By  Robert  FRIEDBERG,  revised  by  Jack  FRIEDBERG 

PAPER  MONEY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

By  Robert  FRIEDBERG,  revised  by  Jack  FRIEDBERG 

AMERICA’S  FOREIGN  COINS 

By  Oscar  G.  SCH1LKE  and  Raphael  E.  SOLOMON 

SO-CALLED  DOLLARS 

By  Flarold  E.  FIIBLER  and  Charles  V.  KAPPEN 

COINS  OF  THE  BRITISH  WORLD 

By  Robert  FRIEDBERG 

APPRAISING  AND  SELLING  YOUR  COINS 

By  Robert  FRIEDBERG,  edited  by  Jack  FRIEDBERG 

Published  by 

Coin  and  Currency  Institute 

393  Seventh  Ave.,  New  York.  N.  Y.  10001 
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Coins 
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KRAUSE  PUBLICATIONS 

IOLA,  WISCONSIN 


Rufamre 
Proposal 
Gets  Uft 


Bilb  Ask 
Rayburn 
HaH  Dollar 


i nter-veyt 

introduces  a 

Monthly  Investment 
Plan  in  Coins 

Planned  Portfolio  Development 
for  the  novice  as  well  as 
the  sophisticate 

Monthly  investment  levels 
begin  at  $25.00 ...  no  commitment, 
no  minimum  investment! 


For  full  details,  direct  inquiries  to 

InterVest  Coin  Exchange,  Incorporated 
f Department  LG  255  Broadway 

Lynbrook,  New  York  11563  (516)  593-3330 


It'd  A 

WohjAmIuJI 

WoaM  ! 

• 

Keeping  knowledgeable  collector*  knowl- 
edgeable is  oar  job.  Vs  do  it  through 
continually  updating  tha  authoritative 
rsfsrsncss  you  know  as  ths  "Rod  Book", 
"Blue  Book",  "Currant  Coins  of  tha 
Vorld"  and  others.  All  fros  tha  world 
of  Vhitnan  ...  a wonderful  way  for 
you  to  keep  pace. 


Whitman  Hobby  Product!  from 

WESTERN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  INC. 

Racine  Wisconsin  53404 


West  Indies  & Caribbean  Island 
Coins,  Tokens  and  counterstamped 
issues  of  Spanish,  French,  Bri- 
tish, Dutch,  Danish  & United 
States. 

RAY  BYRNE 

[Life  Member,  A.N.A.,  C.N.A.,  TAMS, 
-N.L.G.,  A.N.S.,  O.I.N.,  A.V.A.,  FRNS 


’701  No.  Negley  Ave.  Phone 

[Pittsburgh,  Pa.  152060(412)  441-0700 


nip mss 1 mm 

INTERNATIONAL  NUMISMATIC  AGENCY 


'Ifll'IIIIIIIIMWWITfTffTyWWWaWWSWWWW 


127  EAST  BOTH  STREET 


NEW  YORK.  N.  Y.  10022 


TJheg  la.ug.hed 
when  3 Aaid  3 wad 
a medal  collector  . . 


